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Adam  when  called  upon  by  his  Creator  to  answer 
for  his  disobedience,  said,  "  The  woman  whom  thou 
gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  to  me  of  the  tree, 
and  I  did  eat,"  Gen.  iii.  12.  Here  he  charged  his 
blame  on  God  as  well  as  the  woman  :  And  God 
bore  it ; — so  he  said  unto  the  serpent,  "  Thou  shait 
bruise  his  heel,"  15th  ver.  namely,  the  heel  of  the 
woman's  seed:  which  was  fulfilled  in  the  crucifixion 
of  the  Saviour.  But  the  woman  cast  the  blame  on 
her  deceiver,  "  The  serpent  beguiled  me  and  I  did 
eat,"  for  this,  God  said  unto  the  serpent  "  It  (that 
is  the  woman's  seed,)  shall  bruise  thy  head,"  which 
will  be  fulfilled  when  he  is  bound  in  the  bottomless 
pit.  (Rev.  xx.) 

After  Adam  and  Eve  had  disobeyed,  "God 
placed  a  flaming  sword  which  turned  every  way  to 
keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life,"  Gen.  iii.  24.  which 
sword  was  a  shadow,  of  his  threatening  against  the 
woman's  seed  and  the  serpent,  ver  15.  When  the 
Son  of  God  came,  the  sword  in  the  hand  of  the  old 
serpent  flamed  and  turned  against  him,  and  cut  him 
off,  for  the  blame  which  the  man  had  cast  upon  him. 
But  the  time  will  shortly  come  that  the  sword  in  the 
hand  of  the  woman's  seed  must  flame  and  turn  the 
other  way,  and  cut  off  the  old  serpent,  for  the  blame 
cast  on  bim  by  the  woman. 

In  reference  to  this  important  subject,  God  says 
to  Zechariah,  "  Awake,  O  sword,  against  my  shep- 
herd, and  against  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,"  Zech. 
xiii.  7.     This   sword,  namely,  the  threatening  after 
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the  fall,  slept,  for  four  thousand  years,  but  then 
when  the  promised  seed  appeared  it  awoke,  and 
slew  him.  In  reference  to  the  same,  God  said  to 
Isaiah,  "  In  that  day  the  Lord  with  his  sore  and 
great  and  strong  sword,  shall  punish  leviathan,  the 
piercing  serpent,  even  leviathan  that  crooked 
serpent;  and  he  shall  slay  the  dragon  that  is  in 
the  sea,1'  Isaiah  xxvii.  1.  which  will  be  when 
the  threatening  will  awake  for  his  head  to  be  bruised. 
Our  Saviour  caused  a  circumstance  to  stand  on  re- 
cord, which  refers  to  the  same,  as  follows,  "  And 
he  that  hath  no  sword  let  him  sell  his  garment  and 
buy  one.  ,  And  they  said,  Lord,  behold,  here  are 
two  swords.  And  he  said  unto  them,  It  is  enough," 
Luke  xxii.  36,  38.  This  was  when  Jesus  was  going 
to  suffer  by  the  one  sword,  which  he  did :  but  the 
other  is  still  in  reserve  for  Satan ; — and  then  will 
man  take  and  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  live  for 
ever. 

"  The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,"  Isaiah 
Ixiii.  Doubtless,  when  Jesus  had  his  heel  bruised, 
he  had  in  his  heart  the  day  of  his  vengeance  on  the 
serpent's  head.  "  Behold,  a  whirlwind  of  the  Lord 
is  gone  forth  in  fury,  even  a  grievous  whirlwind  ;  it 
shall  fall  grievously  upon  the  head  of  the  wicked. 
The  anger  of  the  Lord  shall  not  return,  until  he 
have  executed,  and  till  he  have  performed  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart :  in  the  latter  days  ye  shall  con- 
sider it  perfectly,"  Jeremiah  xxiii.  19,  20.  Until 
near  the  end  of  the  six  thousand  years  from  the  cre- 
ation, this  could  not  be  considered  perfectly,  it  be- 
ing not  perfectly  revealed.  And  for  this  purpose 
did  the  Son  of  God  die,  "  That  through  death  he 
might  destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil,"  Heb.  ii.  14.  He  had  his  heel 
bruised  for  the  transgression  of  the  man,  that  he 
might  afterward  bruise  Satan's  head  for  deceiving 
the  woman. 


1829]     preachers'  letters         S 

William  Matthews  continued  travelling,  preach- 
ing in  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  the  West 
Midland  Counties  of  England,  including  Wales ;  uni 
til  the  approach  of  spring,  when  he  removed,  and 
visited  and  preached  in  the  towns  on  the  North 
West  shore  ;  and  suffered  much  bodily  and  mental 
affliction  from  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  and 
preachers,  as  well  as  from  the  severity  of  the  weather 
Many  in  many  of  the  places  he  preached  at,  paid 
great  respect  to  the  doctrine  ; — a  few  warmly  sup. 
ported  him,  a  very  few  in  some  places  joined  the 
Society,  but  the  greatest  part  appeared  to  be  blinded 
by  the  god  of  this  world. 

Extracts  from  his  Journal. 

Pontypool — It  rained  very  much — the  rain  abated 
just  time  enough  for  me  to  speak  to  the  people, 
after   I   had  finished,  it  came  on  to  rain  very  fast. 

Kidwelly. — When   I    got  into  my  lodgings  the 
person  of  the  house  told  me  that  the  Church  Minis- 
ter was  lying  dead  in  his  house  :  I  mention  this,  be- 
cause the   night   before,  I  dreamed  that  I  was  in  a 
place  where  the  people   told  me  that  the  Church 
Minister  was  dead,  so  this   dream  was  true.     After 
I  had  finished  and  gone  home  an  Independent  Min- 
ister came  to  me,  disguised  as  a  farmer,  in  a  farmer's 
great  coat,  and  wished  to  know  my  principles.     I 
then  entered  into  conversation  with   him,  and   he 
thought  to  overturn  the  whole;  but  I  confounded 
him  by  the  help  of  God,  every  way,  so  that  he  had 
scacrely  a  word  to  say   for  himself ;  he  then  unbut- 
toned his  coat  and  shewed  his  black  clothes,  and  ap- 
peared to  part  friendly.     This  fulfilled  part  of  ano- 
ther dream  that  I  had  the  night  before  ;  I  dreamed 
that  I  had  a  cotton  bag  in  my  hand,  that  felt  very 
soft ;  I  thought  I  opened  it,  and  out  crept  a  great 
rat;  ]  thought  I  took  up  an  iron  shovel,  and  struck 
him  several  blows  upon  the  head,   and  fractured  it, 
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till  it  looked  very  pitiful ;  and  I  thought  I  suffered 
it  to  creep  away,  wounded  as  it  was,  but  I  thought 
a  cat  pursued  it;  this  was  also  true,  for  owing  to 
something  he  said,  a  Jew  who  was  in  the  house 
rose  up  against  him,  and  told  him  the  Gentiles 
would  come  to  nothing,  and  Israel  would  again  rise 
up  and  be  glorious;  and  took  my  part  in  several 
things. 

Carmarthen* — I  am  happy  in  seeing  the  Lord's 
work  taking  root  in  the  hearts  of  a  few  individuals, 
I  am  informed  that  all  the  preachers  in  Kidwelly 
are  preaching  against  me  and  the  doctrine  that  I 
preach. 

Morriston. — Satan  swells  hard  against  me  in  every 
place,  but  I  trust  that  God  will  lift  up  a  standard 
against  the  evil,  and  destroy  it.  One  man  in  this 
place  said  to  me  that  he  cared  not  for  the  Kingdom 
of  God  upon  earth,  what  he  wanted  was  heaven. 

Bridgend. — I  dreamed  I  was  walking  from  town 
to  town,  and  I  thought  that  the  Magistrates  had  sent 
officers  to  hinder  me  from  preaching,  I  thought  I 
uept  much. 

Cowbridge. — As  I  was  on  my  road  to  Cowbridge, 
thinking  of  the  evils  that  surrounded  me,  and  what 
I  had  to  contend  with,  I  wept  much,  for  my  heart 
was  big  with  sorrow. 

Haverford  West. — As  I  was  walking  along,  think- 
ing of  the  words  of  Christ,  "  Fear  not,  therefore; 
ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  sparrows."  A  gen- 
tleman came  out  of  his  house  and  gave  me  a  shill- 
ing, which  I  stood  in  need  of. 

Norberth* — Some  respectable  men  came  in  con- 
versation with  me,  the  subject  was  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  and  the  gathering  of  Israel.  They  objected 
to  the  temporal  gathering  and  the  temporal  King- 
dom. They  said  also  that  the  Revelation  of  John 
was  Apochryphal ;  but  I  was  able  to  silence  them 
from  the  Scriptures,  which  they  admitted. 
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Hereford. — I  found  very  great  difficulty  to  obtain 
lodgings,  but  continually  persecuted  from  street  to 
street :  at  last  I  found  lodgings  in  a  comfortable 
house  in  Bewal  Street,  with  two  agreeable  persons  ; 
and  strange  to  say,  the  very  house  and  street  which 
I  was  recommended  to  by  a  person  in  Monmouth, 
although  I  did  not  know  it  was  either  the  street  or 
the  house,  till  after  I  obtained  lodgings. 

Shrewsbury. — I  preached  to  a  great  multitude  :  I 
declared  the  proofs  of  the  visitation  to  them.  A 
man  came  and  wished  me  to  take  supper  with  him, 
I  did  :  he  told  me  that  there  was  a  great  number  of 
people  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  When  I  got  into 
the  man's  house  people  began  to  crowd  in,  and  fil- 
led it  immediately,  wishing  me  to  preach  to  them; 
but  I  declined,  on  the  ground  that  1  had  preached 
three  times  to-day,  and  was  exhausted,  but  they  beg- 
ged I  would  speak  a  little  to  them,  so  I  addressed 
them  for  about  twenty  minutes,  which  satisfied 
them.  I  felt  a  very  great  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  upon  me  all  this  day. 

Sunderland — Much  anxiety  of  mind  is  still  among 
the  friends  about  Joseph  Vernon  leaving  them.  One 
of  the  men  in  Joseph's  presence  said  before  me, 
**  This  is  the  very  thing  that  1  dreamt  of  a  few  weeks 
ago  ;  for  in  a  dteam  I  saw  a  man  come  to  Sunder- 
land smaller  than  yourself;  and  this  is  the  man." 

Newbottle. — I  was  promised  a  Chapel ;  I  went  to 
the  leader,  but  he  told  me  it  was  not  agreeable  to 
them;  so  they  deceived  me,  and  no  doubt  thought 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  preach  there  that  even- 
Jng,  as  it  was  raining  very  fast;  but  1  was  deter- 
mined to  preach  in  the  open  air;  so  I  stood  up  (and) 
as  soon  as  I  gave  out  the  text,  the  rain  ceased,  until 
I  had  done  preaching. 

South  Shields. — At  the  commencement  of  the  third 
meeting,  I   found    myself  very  weak,  which  I  ye- 
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marked  to  the  people,  and  said  that  God  was  able  to 
strengthen  me,  which  was  done ;  for  my  mental 
powers  and  my  bodily  strength  increased,  so  that  I 
felt  as  though  I  could  have  preached  all  night  with 
great  energy ;  and  I  felt  myself  much  stronger  af- 
ter I  had  finished  then  I  was  all  the  day  before. 

Sunderland, — I  was  desired  to  come  to  the  House 
of  Mary  Coates,  one  of  our  sisters,  who  is  lying  on 
her  dying  bed,  apparently  ;  several  friends  went  with 
me,  I  went  first  to  her  bedside ;  she  took  hold  of 
my  hand,  and  with  a  look  full  of  expression  of  hap- 
piness, and  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  she 
whispered,  (for  her  voice  was  gone,)  and  said,  "  My 
dear  brothers  and  sisters,  I  am  not  able  to  speak 
much  to  you,  therefore  you  must  excuse  me,"  She 
asked  me  to  call  the  friends  in,  one  at  a  time,  whom 
she  embraced  in  her  arms ;  she  then  said,  "  The 
Lord  hath  wrought  a  miracle  upon  me  this  day," 
She  said,  God  had  shewed  her  many  things  that  day, 
in  visions,  and  that  she  had  a  full  assurance  of  eter- 
nal glory ;  and  she  was  in  great  happiness  of  mind  ; 
and  that  God  had  shewed  her  thaf  the  enemy  of 
mankind,  the  Devil,  would  be  soon  chained  down. 
She  encouraged  us  to  continue  in  that  faith  which 
we  were  in,  and  spoke  much  of  the  love  of  God  in 
her  present  experience ;  and  that  God  had  now 
given  her  rest  from  her  spiritual  enemy.  She  said 
she  always  thought  this  work  to  be  of  God,  from 
the  time  she  first  heard  Joseph  Vernon  preach  it; 
but  now  God  bad  fully  convinced  her  that  it  was  his 
work.  She  said,  she  had  her  own  funeral  shewn 
her  and  the  friends  following  her  to  the  grave. 

William  Tillotson  departed  from  Ashton  on 
the  15th  of  the  8th  month  for  London,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  22nd,  after  preaching  at  se- 
veral of  the  towns  in  the  way  ;  and  continued  in, 
and  within  about  thirty-five  miles  of  the  said  place 
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till  the  end  of  the  year,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  the  events  about  to  come  to  pass,  and  the 
Scriptures  bearing  on  those  events,  namely,  the  se- 
cond coming  of  Christ,  and  the  end  of  the  world. ; 
and  underwent  much  bodily  and  mental  fatigue — re- 
ceived many  tokens  of  true  friendship  from  stran- 
gers>  as  also  much  ill  usage. 

Extracts.  Barnet  and  Hemel  Hempstead. — I  was 
out  of  both  money  and  spirits ;  I  was  so  cast  down 
that  I  knew  not  what  to  do  :  on  the  road  northward, 
I  retired  among  some  trees,  and  endeavoured  to 
pour  out  the  state  of  my  mind  before  God,  and  re- 
snmed  my  journey  :  just  before  or  after  which,  as  I 
delayed  on  the  side  of  the  road,  I  hung  my  umbrella 
on  a  pailing,  and  forgot,  and  walked  forward  without 
it:  having  walked,  as  I  judge,  about  a  mile,  J  felt 
inclined  to  turn  back,  and  so  strongly,  that  I  could 
not  resist ;  and  I  think  I  said  to  myself,  I  will  turn 
back  :  but  1  had  no  object  for  doing  so;  I  did  so. 
and  coming  to  the  place  where  I  left  my  umbrella,  I 
saw  it  still  hanging  there,  and  took  it,  and  again 
turned  and  went  on  my  journey,  feeling  quite  free 
to  do  so,  and  I  had  not  thought  of  my  unbrella  from 
the  time  I  left  it  to  the  time  I  saw  it  again  :  this  I 
was  inclined  to  think  was  a  particular  providence,  as 
much  rain  came  shortly  afterwards.  I  was  still  in  a 
very  depressed  state  of  feeling ;  but  I  walked  on  and 
became  more  and  more  composed :  at  about  six  in 
the  evening  I  entered  the  town  of  Hemel  Hemp- 
stertJ,  and  began  to  give  notice  that  I  intended  to 
to  r  reach  in  the  market-place  that  evening ;  pre- 
sently many  people  gathered,  the  constable  came 
and  forbade  me  gathering  a  concourse  of  people 
there,  and  advised  me  to  go  out  at  the  end  of  the 
town,  which  I  did,  and  the  people  followed,  and  I 
stood  up  and  bad  my  mouth  opened,  and  afterwards 
was  liberally  relieved  with  money,  and  was  also  in- 
vited to  supper,  lodgings,  and  breakfast,  without  ex- 
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pence ;  also  my  mind  was  greatly  enlightened,  and 
I  was  filled  with  joy. 

Little  Gaddesden. — I  had  the  tooth-ach  bad,  but 
my  state  of  mind  was  such  that  I  felt  little  or 
no  inconvenience. 

Deptford. — A  person  asked  me  what  I  thought 
about  the  three  that  bear  record  on  earth,  the  Spirit, 
the  water,  and  the  blood.  This  was  a  subject  upon 
which  I  could  never  form  any  opinion  at  all;  but 
now  it  occurred  to  my  mind  as  suddenly  as  lighten- 
ing, that  it  might  be  compared  with  the  three  seals 
of  the  three  dispensations.  Circumcision,  the  seal 
of  the  Law,  was  the  blood  ;  Baptism,  the  seal  of 
the  Gospel  was  the  water ;  the  seal  of  the  everlast- 
ing Gospel  was  the  Spirit  itself;  and  these  three 
agree  in  one,  the  blood  and  the  water  being  the 
shadows  of  the  Spirit. 

Sevenoaks. — I  arrived  in  the  twilight,  after  travel- 
ling twenty-four  miles  with  only  a  glass  of  ale ;  and 
a  cold  and  wet  day.  Entering  the  town  I  called  on 
an  aged  female,  from  whom  I  expected  relief,  she 
gave  me  a  little  wine,  and  invited  me  to  come  again 
and  have  some  tea  after  I  had  given  notice  of  my 
intention  to  preach  at  the  Market- House  ;  I  did  so, 
but  was  refused  admittance  on  account  of  her  daugh- 
ter, who  thought  I  was  a  bad  character.  So  I  went 
to  the  public  house  until  the  time  arrived  for  me  to 
preach,  and  spent  three  half-pence,  which  was  all  the 
money  I  had,  but  after  preaching,  had  ten  pence 
given  me,  wnich  procured  me  lodgings  and  some- 
thing to  eat  that  night  and  next  morning. 

Tunbridge  Wells. — I  arrived  here  about  noon,  it 
being  about  twelve  miles  from  Sevenoaks,  before  I 
entered  the  town  I  was  invited  by  a  shoemaker, 
who  was  also  a  preacher  in  the  Methodist's  Society, 
to  go  into  his  house  and  take  dinner,  which  was  very 
acceptable  to  me,  having  scarcely  any  money,  I  was 
liberally  relieved  by  several  other  individuals. 
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Archibald  Mc  Phail  continued  preaching  at  and 
about  Edinburgh  the  first  and  second  months,  and  in 
the  third  removed  to  Aberdeen,  and  had  consider- 
ble  success. 

Extracts.  I  was  called  upon  by  a  gentleman  and 
his  lady,  who  live  in  North  Berwick,  to  go  to  see 
them  ;  she  believed  the  visitation  to  be  of  God,  and 
he  was  also  anxious  to  hear.  But  when  he  heard  he 
did  not  believe,  but  said  I  was  blaspheming.  In 
his  absence  1  told  his  lady  that  he  was  seeking 
a  sign,  and  the  Lord  would  give  him  one,  and 
his  flesh  would  tremble  on  his  bones ;  this  saying 
was  kept  from  him;  but  that  very  evening  I  was  go- 
ing to  preach  about  a  mile  from  his  house,  he  sent 
his  servant  with  me.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark  he 
went  into  the  field,  to  pray  that  God  would  give  him 
a  sign  if  the  doctrine  I  preached  was  true  ;  be  saw 
something  white,  and  in  turning  from  the  place 
where  be  was  praying,  there  met  him  a  body  of  fire 
of  whitish  colour,  embraced  him  round  the  neck  and 
made  his  flesh  tremble  on  his  bones.  The  body  of 
fire  followed  him  into  the  house,  and  was  seen  by 
his  lady  and  her  sister  ;  the  candle  went  out,  and  the 
body  of  fire  wavered  for  a  few  seconds,  which  made 
them  all  tremble.  When  I  came  back,  I  found 
them  all  in  tears,  and  on  a  shudder,  saying,  "We 
have  all  glad  tidings  to  tell  you  this  night,  for  God 
has  visited  us,"  and  both  him  and  his  lady  gave  their 
names. 

I  came  to  Aberdeen  on  the  26th  of  the  3rd  Month, 
and  began  my  work  on  the  27  th,  being  the  Market- 
day  in  the  city,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  holding 
forth  the  word  at  the  most  public  place  that  I  could 
get,  and  that  was  the  cross  :  in  approaching  to  it  a 
very  old  woman  met  me,  and  said,  "  I  want  you  to 
preach,  Sir,  if  you  please."  I  said,  "  How  do  you 
know  that  I  am  a  preacher  ?"  She  said,  "  You 
should  say,  How  do  I  know  that  you  shall  be  one. 
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Do  you  know,  Sir,  what  a  young  woman  said  to  me 
once  ?"  "  I  replied,  No,"  (The  old  woman  con- 
tinued,)  "  She  said  to  me,  Do  you  pray?  I  said, 
No.  But  you  should  pray,  said  she  ;  I  said,  "Where  ? 
Every  where,  said  the  young  woman.  Now,  Sir, 
preach  you  every  where."  By  this  time  there  were 
a  great  many  people  round  us,  and  I  was  very  glad 
to  obey  the  old  woman :  (I)  stood  up  and  preached 
to  about  a  thousand  people.  At  the  conclusion,  the 
woman  lifted  up  her  voice  in  the  midst  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  said,  •*  I  hope  that  this  doctrine  will  be  re- 
ceived by  this  city."' 

On  the  5th  day  of  the  4th  Month,  could  not  go  to 
the  Links,  but  went  to  the  Cross,  the  weather  was  so 
cold  by  the  sea ;  as  soon  as  I  stood  up  the  rai:i  stop- 
ped,  and  the  sun  shone  most  remarkably  ;  so  that 
even  the  people  took  notice  of  it.  As  soon  as  I  had 
concluded  the  sun  disappeared. 

On  the  8th  day,  being  the  fast  day,  I  was  for  go- 
ing out  in  the  streets,  but  it  was  very  wet  in  the  fore- 
noon, that  I  could  not  go ;  and  some  persons  from 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  some  from  the  Methodists, 
some  from  the  Baptists,  and  some  from  the  Roman 
Catholics  came  to  me,  professing  openly  the  visita- 
tion to  be  of  God.  One  of  the  head  singers  among 
the  Methodists  came,  and  we  all  marched  out  to  the 
streets,  and  sung,  and  got  a  great  congregation  in  a 
few  minutes. 

On  the  llth  day,  I  preached  four  times ;  a  great 
many  people  attended,  and  were  much  affected,  with 
tears  flowing  down  their  cheeks. 

John  Wroe  merely  visited  and  spoke  to  the  differ- 
ent bodies  in  the  Society.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
8th  month,  he  was  at  Edinburgh,  and  on  the  3rd  day 
received  the  following  prophecy,  "  Thou  shalt  tell 
the  children  at  Edinburgh,  when  thou  returnest  to 
thine  house,  T  will  water  the  earth,  and  pull  down 
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their  boasting,  and  mar  their  crops,  this  shall  be  a 
sign  to  that  place ;  for  three  nations  shall  be  marred, 
and  my  word  shall  confound  their  wisdom/'  He 
returned  home  in  baste,  and  a  great  rain  quickly  fol- 
lowed, being  the  second  year  that  the  crops  were 
marred,  as  foretold  in  the  6th  month  last  year. 

Extracts  of  Communications  given  to  John  Wroe 
by  the  Spirit : — 

"It  is  the  sixth  day  and  yet  the  third  generation 
but,  behold  the  fourth.  They  are  now  on  the  earth, 
who  shall  not  see  death,  nor  their  bodies  see  cor- 
ruption, noi  a  bone  of  them  be  broken. 

Tell  the  messengers  who  eat  at  my  table,  when 
they  go  out  to  preach  to  the  world,  let  them  not  ask 
for  my  Spirit  to  fall  upon  them,  and  teach  them 
only,  but  to  overshadow  the  people  also,  that  the 
ears  of  the  bouse  of  Israel  may  be  unstopped,  and 
that  my  word  may  have  root  in  them. 

And  for  thee,  thou  shalt  wander  to  and  fro  like  a 
man  seeking  rest;  so  shall  the  house  of  Israel  that 
have  not  heard  my  word  nor  understood  it. 

Thou  shalt  be  hated  in  this  land  England,  and  I 
will  hide  thee  from  them  ,  thou  shalt  have  to  travel 
in  the  night." 

God  said  unto  Adam  after  he  had  sinned,  "Dust 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  return,"  Gen.  iii. 
But  when  he  creates  the  new  heavens  and  the  new 
earth,  and  when  the  new  Jerusalem  comes  down 
from  heaven  from  God,  he  will  say,  "  There  shall 
be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying,  nei- 
ther shall  there  be  any  more  pain :  for  the  former 
things  are  passed  away,"  Rev.  xxi.  What  a  change 
wUl  this  be  !  And  the  Apostles  judged  this  worth 
te  eir  consideration,  and  worth  looking  for,  as  Peter 

stifies,  "  Nevertheless  we,  according  to  his  pro- 
raise,  look  for  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  where- 
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in  dwelleth  righteousness,"  But  we,  in  general, 
are  grown  too  wise  to  look  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  have  come  to  the  more 
wise  conclusion  adopted  by  those  who  Peter  stiles 
scoffers,  "  There  shall  come  in  the  last  days,  scof- 
fers, walking  after  their  own  lusts,  and  saying, 
Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming?  for  since  the 
fathers  fell  asleep  all  things  continue  as  they  were 
from  the  beginning  of  the  creation,"  2  Peter,  iii. 
And  on  this  account  will  the  end  of  the  old  heavens 
and  old  earth  come  upon  us  as  a  thief  in  the  night. 
But  such,  who  on  the  contrary,  believe  on  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  Scriptures  have  said,  look  for  his  se- 
cond coming,  as  held  forth  in  the  Scriptures,  and 
the  great  and  glorious  events  consequent  on  his  ap- 
pearing :  it  cannot  come  upon  them  as  a  thief ;  and 
these  are  called  by  the  Apostles  "The  children  of 
the  day,"  1  Thess.  v.  Also  in  this  chapter  are 
pointed  out  some  of  the  requirements  made  of  those 
who  will  be  counted  meet  to  sustain  that  noble  cha- 
racter, of  which  we  here  notice  those  only  which  ap- 
pear to  receive  little  or  no  consideration  from  our 
fellow  mortals  in  general,  which  are  these,  "  Quench 
not  the  Spirit.  Despise  not  prophesyings.  Prove 
all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  Andsuch 
as  duly  attend  to  these  injunctions,  will  of  course 
reap  the  answer  to  the  prayer  offered  up  by  the 
Apostle,  in  the  same  chapter,  "And  I  pray  God 
your  whole  spirit  and  soul  and  body  be  preserved 
blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  Then  see  what  is  to  take  place  when  he 
shall  come,  from  Phil.  iii.  21.  "  Who  shall  change 
our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  his 
glorious  body." 


Benjamin  A.  Wroe,  Printer,  Corn-Market,  Wakefield. 


